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600 offices in 50 countries 

The Enterprise Europe Network 
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SMEs in the UK 

Business in the UK 4.8 millions 

SMEs 4.79 Millions (99.9%) 

Employment in SMEs 14.1 Millions (59.1%) 

Turnover from SMEs 1.5 Billion GBP(48.8%) 

907 000 in Construction Sector 806 000 in the London Region                

   768 000 in the South East Region 
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Procurement in the UK 

 

 

• Total around 220 Bn GBP per year 
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SMEs in the UK and procurement 

• ¾ SMEs rarely or never bid 

• Over ¾ SMEs believe there are barriers 

(complexity, information, bias on big 

companies, large contracts, unrealistic 

requirements, too long to bid) 

 

• 83pence in every 1 Pound spent with local 

business is going back to the local economy 
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UK Government Commitment 

• Crisis = savings needed 

 

• Tackle waste and control public 

spending 

 Lean procurement 
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Early results with procurement 

• Savings £ 3.75bn in first 10 months 

• 2011-12 saved another £ 5.5bn 

• 2012-13 saving of £ 10bn 
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Across all Public Sector spend 

with SMEs 

• 24% in the UK 

• 44% in France 

• 52% in Germany 
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Direct Spending with SMEs 

Government level 

 

• 6.5% in 2009/10 

 

• 13.7% in 2011/12 

including indirect: 14.5% 
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Hampshire County Council spend 

2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Hampshire 54% 

(£310m) 

55% 

(£335m) 

55% 

(£352m) 

South East 

Region 

71% 

(£408m) 

75% 

(£457m) 

74% 

(£474m) 

SMEs 54% 

(£310m) 

63%   

(£384m) 

60%   

(£385m) 
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UK Government and Businesses 

 

Pro-business Government:  

“make the UK the best place in Europe to 

start, finance and grow a business” 
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UK Government and SMEs 

Coalition Agreement - 2010 

• 25% of Government procurement to 

SMEs 

 

• Simplifying access 
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Crown Representatives 

• Webinars 

• Case Study 

• Engagement with stakeholders 

• Speak with main contractors 

• Websites 
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Websites 

 

• Government Procurement Service 

• Contracts Finder 

 

• Single Supplier Registration Platform  
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Text in Contract Notices 
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SME Procurement Champions 
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Mystery Shopper 

After 1 year of activity 

 

• 150 cases submitted 

• 110 closed with 75% positive results 
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Actions taken / Results 

• Greater visibility of the opportunities 

• Procurement process is faster, less bureaucratic 

• PQQ abolished for low value Government contracts 

• More e-auctions 

• Break down lengths and sizes of contracts 

• Opening supply chains (competefor style and 

payment) 

• Driving innovation 
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SMEs, Innovation & procurement 

• SMEs action plans in departments 

 

• Innovation action plans 

 

• SBRI 
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Innovation Launch Pad 

• Hundreds of ideas 

 

• 9 businesses in the Final invited to 10 

Downing Street 
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Solutions Exchange 

• Free of charge way to pitch innovative 

ideas 

• Interactive online forum 

 

• Divided into Challenges & Themes 
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Future Directives 

• Early transposition plan 

 

• Blended learning 

• Stakeholder engagement 



Thank You for your time! 

 

Toni@eiscltd.eu 

 

+44 23 80 20 61 62  


